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Editorial
The International Workshop on Orthogonal Polynomials and Approximation Theory 2008
(IWOPA’08) was held at the Universidad Carlos III de Madrid (Spain) from September 8 to
September 12, 2008, and gathered 140 researchers from 28 countries. During these 5 days, 14
plenary lectures and 45 short talks (in two parallel sessions) were delivered, and 19 posters were
exhibited.
The Workshop took place on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of our colleague and friend,
Guillermo (Bill) Lo´pez Lagomasino, professor at the Universidad Carlos III de Madrid. Quoting
one of his friends,
[Bill] is a typical representative of our turbulent times: born in Havana, grew up in Cleve-
land, then back to Havana, then Moscow, then back to Havana, and now he is a Spanish
citizen living in Madrid.
Two volumes of Guillermo’s at that time Complete Works (already outdated), containing also his
short biography, were published prior to the meeting.
This issue of the Journal of Approximation Theory contains the text of 6 contributions based
on selected talks presented during the Workshop. Other papers, written mainly by the plenary
speakers, comprise the volume “Recent Trends in Orthogonal Polynomials and Approximation
Theory”, J. Arvesu´, F. Marcella´n, and A. Martı´nez-Finkelshtein, eds., Contemporary Mathemat-
ics 507, Amer. Math. Soc. Providence, RI, 2010.
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We were happy and honored to be guest editors of this special issue. All the papers went
through the standard refereeing process, and we thank the referees who helped us in doing the
editorial work. We also thank the Universidad Carlos III de Madrid for the hospitality, and the
rest of the sponsors (Madrid Polytechnical University, Royal Spanish Society of Mathematics,
Spanish Society of Applied Mathematics, INTAS, grant Ingenio Mathematica (i-Math), and the
Ministry of Education and Science of Spain) who contributed to the success of the Workshop.
The support of the Editors-in-Chief and their staff at Elsevier is gratefully acknowledged. Last
but not the least we express our gratitude to all participants for their contribution and for making
the Workshop an exciting event.
On behalf of all IWOPA’08 participants, the editors of this special issue salute Guillermo
Lo´pez Lagomasino for his scientific achievements, on the occasion of his 60th anniversary, and
look forward to his 70th birthday celebration!
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